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Michigan Family Forum opposes HB 4131. While we have no doubt that the supporters of this
legislation are trying to help children have the benefit of two loving parents, we fear the solution
offered here may cause more harm than good.
We do not say this because we think the children adopted into unmarried two-parent families will
be neglected or abused. There is no evidence that we can find that shows adoptive parent are
negligent or incapable. On the contrary, the adoption process is almost certain to select a parent
more capable than the biological parents whose parental rights have been terminated. There is
clear evidence, however, that unmarried households do not provide for children at the same level
as married households.
Our concern is not with the individuals involved. Our concern is with the redefinition of the
family, the untenable legal relationship being created and the state's intentional creation of
unmarried households.
Creating Unmarried Households
Michigan's public policy has consistently sought to preserve married families and discourage
unmarried family units. In child abuse and neglect cases, the preferred course of action is to
preserve the family by helping parents fulfill their parental obligations without compromising the
child's safety. In cases of unintended pregnancy, the state has consistently sought ways to reduce
the numbers rather than increase those numbers. Even in divorce, the state has required a waiting
period and extensive interaction by the court, making divorce an unappealing option of last resort.
More recently, Michigan's family formation policy is a proactive one, appropriating resources to
develop healthy marriage and responsible fatherhood initiatives. These state efforts mirror federal
initiatives from which the state of Michigan has benefited financially.
There is good reason why Michigan's policy supports marriage. Marriage is the most pro-child
institution. Scientific evidence overwhelmingly shows that children are better off in every facet of
life--socially, economically, psychologically, academically, emotionally, and physically--when
they are raised by their married, biological parents. When this is not possible, the state historically
tried to find a home that mirrored the ideal situation. More recently, the state has placed children
in single parent homes, often the home of a relative.
Untenable Legal Relationship
Not only is Michigan creating unmarried households, the state is also creating a very odd legal
relationship. Currently, only four other states have laws authorizing anything similar. Two adults,
with no legal tie or obligation to each other, are legally responsible for raising a child. Such a
social experiment could prove disastrous and far more complicated that advocates expect.
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