Thank you Madam/Mr. Chair and members of the committee for allowing me to speak today.
My name is _____ and I am here on behalf of the Michigan Society To OPpose In-transit
Texting or STOP IT. We are an organization dedicated to ensuring safety on Michigan roads by
outlawing texting while driving, or as we like to call it, Driving while {ntexticatedJ
I am here to speak in upport of Senate Bill 402, which strengthens penalties for drivers who are
ticketed for distracted driving. Let me start my testimony with:

A brief history of texting:
The first text message was sent in 1992 and read "Merry Christmas." It was sent from a desktop
computer.
Nokia was the first handset manufacturer whose total GSM phone line in 1993 supported user
sending of SMS text messages. In 1997, it became the first manufacturer to produce a mobile
phone with a full keyboard: the Nokia 9000i Communicator.
Texting was slow to take off. In 1995, the average person sent less than 0.4 texts per month. By
2000, the average number of text messages in the United States increased to 35 a month per
person.
In 2007, Americans for the first time sent and received more text messages per month than phone
calls.
In 2015, teen girls sent an average of 40 texts per day. Older females sent an average of 50 per
day.

Texting while driving/distracted driving
Mark Twain said there are three kinds of lies: Lies, damned lies and statistics. Regardless, here
are some very sobering statistics, according to Huffington Post:

3,179 people were killed and 431,000 injured in motor

In 2014,
vehicle accidents caused by distracted drivers.

Eleven teens are killed every day from accidents involving texting while driving.
One in every four- 25

percent- of all motor vehicle accidents involved cell phones.

